
Question 1 
 
Consider the following points: 

 References to “bells”, “prayers”, “choirs” and “orisons” reflect the ceremonies 
and religious rituals one would ordinarily experience with the passing of a 
loved one, but the repeated use of “not” and “only” emphasise the absence of 
these rituals on a battlefield. 

 Onomatopoeic words like “stuttering” are harsh on the ear – reminding the 
reader of the noises on the battlefield, the pain and severity of the deaths of 
the soldiers, and the pain experienced by their families and friends. 

 “die as cattle” shows that the soldiers are slaughtered like animals thus 
highlighting the harshness and cruelty of war. 

 “monstrous anger of the guns” shows violence and cruelty through 
personification. 

 “demented choirs of wailing shells” describes the sounds of screaming bullets 
that are on the battlefield instead of the sounds of mourners. 

 “drawing down of blinds” refers to the end of a life where nothing is gained 
by war. 
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Question 3 
 

Nr Memo Mark Barret 

3.1 They both require an agitation / both require resistance to 
authority / resistance to the conventions of speech / both 
are forms of rebellion (ANY 2) 

2 2 

3.2 Poetry has the ability to be angry and protest and can 
therefore be compared to revolutionaries that cause 
rebellion/something that stirs rebellion. 

2 2 

3.3 Metaphor  Poetry is compared to a clenched fistto 
represent violence/aggression that is associated with 

protest 

3 3 

3.4 Yes/No (own response).  In stanza 2 the speaker becomes 
increasingly aggressive and rebellious when words such as 
“pugnacious” (quick to fight), “inflammatory” (arousing 
violence) and “insurrection” (violent uprising) are used to 
describe his view of the reception of poetry. 

3 4 

 
Question 5 
 

Nr Memo Mark Barret 

5.1 The drought makes them thirsty and they are more 
vulnerable because there is less foliage so they are at risk of 

being eaten by predators (consider different answers) 

2 2 

5.2 “crackling” / “dust” 1 1 

5.3 “clap” – shape of leaves which fold together like hands  
“cries” – imitates noisy call of an eagle 
“snap” – imitates the sound of turtles quickly closing mouths 
“grunt” – echoes harsh sound of the zebras 
“howl” – imitates the sound of a jackal 
“purr” – imitates rumbling and droning sound of doves 

2 3 

5.4 Simile Blood and water are life-giving and nourishing / 
Blood is red and the rivers run red from clay soil washed into 
them during rains. 

3 3 

5.5 The word is used effectively to change direction.  In stanzas 
1-2 the drought and the animals’ uneasiness during the 
drought is described, but in stanza 3 it rains and the 
plants/animals can sigh with relief. 

2 4 

 
 
 
 
 


