
Tsotsi     Memorandum    Chapters 10-12 

 

Chapter 10 

1. 1.1 d; 1.2 e; 1.3 b; 1.4 a; 1.5 c 

2. The knife is no longer a symbol of security as it was before. 

3. Any three: river; mother; Petah; the gangs 

4. To get instructions for a “job”, because this is what he always does. 

5. He has joined another gang. 

6. He is glad he has it; he rejoices even in its crying and smelliness. 

7. She wants to come and she is prepared to care for the baby. 

8. Himself and his own father. 

9. Own opinion (e.g. his real identity) 

10. He returns to the river to confirm the truth of his memories. (Incl. personal 

opinion about returning the baby to the ruins). 

 

Chapter 11 

1. 1.1 b; 1.2 d; 1.3 a; 1.4 e; 1.5 c 

2. She is a shebeen “queen” and Boston’s fomer lover. 

3. He wants Boston to explain what has been happening to him, to help clarify 

what it all means. 

4. He is terrified that his attacker has comer to finish him off. 

5. He feels Boston’s pain and suffers an attack of nausea. 

6. C.  Popular with the girls. 

7. He could not face the shame of his disgrace. 

8. Boston’s partner in a forgery scam. 

9. God 

 

Chapter 12 

1. 1.1 d; 1.2 c; 1.3 e; 1.4 b; 1.5 a 

2. Isaiah was an Old Testament prophet who described the mysteries of the 

church. 

3. The pastor is Reverend Ransome.  The office lady is Miss Marriot. 

4. He must ring the bell to call people to believe in God. 

5. Tsotsi was “given” his baby under the bluegum trees. 

6. The Biblical stories of Noah, Moses and so on. 

7. This indicates that Tsotsi has changed and gained sufficient self-knowledge to 

reclaim his true identity. 

8. As a washerwoman 

9. Mirriam 

10. He does not fully trust Mirriam. 

11. To prevent people from coming back to Sophiatown. 

12. It was these evil policies of the apartheid government that ad in fact brought 

about the traumas that befell the ten-year-old David Madondo when he was 



separated from his loving mother and cast out on the mean streets of 

Johannesburg. 

13. Tsotsi’s search for his tue identity as David Madondo and for some kind of 

meaning to his life ends with a final act of sacrifice as he dies in an attempt to 

save the baby. 

14. The hero, Tsotsi (David) dies. 

15. Tsotsi (David) makes a selfless sacrifice. 

16. Tsotsi finally regains his humanity by feeling sympathy and compassion for 

others. 

 


