
Macbeth
Act 1 Scene 5



Lines 1-13

• Macbeth has sent a letter to his 
wife to tell her about what the 
witches said, and that he has 
indeed been named Thane of 
Cawdor.

• Macbeth cannot wait to tell his wife 
about it so he sends a letter.

• He calls her “my dearest partner of 
greatness” – they have a close 
relationship and she is his 
confidante.



Lines 13-17
• Lady Macbeth’s ambition is shown 

immediately.

• She is confident that Macbeth will 
become king but...

• Macbeth is too kind and has too much 
compassion to do what it will take to 
become king (‘catch the nearest way’).

• Lady Macbeth does not believe that 
Macbeth has it in him to commit murder 
in order to become king.

• She is established as the dominant 
partner in the relationship.



Lines 17-21

Lady Macbeth says the following about 
Macbeth: 

• He has ambition, but is not cruel enough to 
murder (lines 17-19)

• He wants to be king badly, but wants it in a 
good way (lines 19-20)

• He wouldn’t play dirty to become king, yet he 
wants a title he doesn’t deserve (lines 20-21)



Lines 21-24

• Lady Macbeth says that there is something 
that Macbeth wants dearly (kingship), yet he 
is afraid to do what it will take to get it 
(murder). He wants someone to do it for him. 



Lines 26-29
• Lady Macbeth wants to 

persuade Macbeth to do 
the unthinkable (murder) 
and chase away all his 
fears.

• Theme: Ambition

• Theme: Fate (it seems that 
fate AND the 
witches/metaphysical 
want Macbeth to become 
king)



Lines 37-39

Lady Macbeth’s Soliloquy:

• Metaphor: Lady 
Macbeth compares the 
messenger (who tells 
her the king is on his 
way) to a bird of ill omen 
(which brings the news 
of death).

• Duncan will die tonight...



Lines 39-44

• Lady Macbeth calls on 
evil spirits to take away 
her femininity (‘unsex 
me’) and fill her with 
cruelty so that she will 
feel no pity for Duncan.

• Lady Macbeth’s 
ambition is shown as 
well as how quickly she 
becomes violent



Lines 45-53

• The evil spirits must take her breasts (which 
make her feminine) and fill it with gal 
(something bitter).

• She wants it to be so dark that not even 
heaven can see her...or try to stop her. 

• Metaphor: Darkness is compared to a thick 
blanket (line 52).

• Lady Macbeth will stop at nothing to ensure 
that Macbeth becomes king.



Lines 59-60

The sun will not see the next day... i.e. Duncan 
will die that night.



Lines 62-65
• Macbeth must trick everyone 

(beguile the time) into believing 
that he is a welcoming host 
(look like the time).

• He must hide his murderous 
intentions under a disguise of 
friendliness and welcome –
appear innocent, but in reality 
be hostile.

• Theme: Appearance vs Reality
• Lady Macbeth = dominant (she 

tells her husband what to do / 
how to act)



Lines 65-69

• Lady Macbeth tells 
Macbeth that he must 
leave everything to her 
and what she will do on 
this night will lead them 
on a royal path.

• Theme: Appearance vs
Reality (it seems as if she 
is preparing for the king’s 
visit, but she is actually 
preparing his murder)



Lines 70-72

• Macbeth is hesitant 
and wants to speak 
about it again before 
they make a plan.

• Lady Macbeth 
reminds him to mind 
his facial expressions 
– he must look honest 
and innocent, and not 
show fear.


