
Macbeth
Act 1 Scene 7



Macbeth’s Soliloquy

• This scene takes place during the dinner 
which is held in Duncan’s honour.

• Macbeth is uneasy about the plan to 
murder the king.

• In this soliloquy it seems as if he is trying to 
convince himself that he can escape the 
consequences of the murder.



Macbeth’s Soliloquy
Lines 1-5

• Macbeth says that if the business 
(deed and its consequences) of the 
murder could be finished the 
moment the deed is done, then it 
should be done quickly.

• Metaphor: The murder is 
compared to a net. Macbeth 
wishes that the deed itself could 
catch all the consequences like fish 
in a net.

• Then it would only be murder (no 
consequences)



Macbeth’s Soliloquy

Lines 6-7

• Macbeth feels the 
reward in this life 
(kingship) is worth the 
risk of punishment in 
the afterlife.

• Macbeth already uses 
the royal plural (‘we’) to 
refer to himself –
already sees himself as 
king.



Macbeth’s Soliloquy

Lines 7-12

• Macbeth seems to be hesitant 
because of the consequences of 
murder.

• If he commits murder, he ‘teaches’ 
someone else his ‘bloody instructions’ 
and this crime might be used against 
him (‘the inventor’.)

• And justice forces us to drink from the 
poisoned cup we serve to others



Macbeth’s Soliloquy

Lines 12-20
• Macbeth comes up with reasons why he should 

not murder Duncan
• Duncan is there in double trust:
1. He is his family member and loyal subject
2. He is his host
• Macbeth should protect Duncan, not harm him.
• Also, Duncan is a humble, modest leader, an 

honest and good king – there is no reason to 
remove him from the throne.



Macbeth’s Soliloquy
Lines 25-28
• Spur: a spiked wheel that is worn on 

a rider’s heel, used to urge a horse 
further.

• The only thing that drives Macbeth 
to proceed with the murder is his 
ambition.

• Metaphor: Macbeth compares his 
ambition to a horse that tries to 
jump to high and falls on the other 
side of a fence.

• Ambition makes people rush ahead 
of themselves towards disaster –
Macbeth realises his ambition may 
get him in trouble.



Lines 31-35

• Macbeth tells his wife that 
he does not want to 
proceed with the murder.

• Macbeth has been 
honoured by Duncan, and 
he has a good reputation 
with many people.

• He does not want to throw 
it away now.



Lines 35-39

• Lady Macbeth questions Macbeth’s courage 
and love for her.

• She asks whether he was drunk when he 
seemed so hopeful before. Before when he 
wanted to become king he was drunk and was 
brave, no he is sober and is afraid.

• See notes in margin



Lines 39-45

• Lady Macbeth accuses Macbeth of being a 
coward.

• He is too afraid to take what he wants dearly (the 
crown), as it seems he will rather be a coward.

• She says he is too afraid to do what it takes 
(murder) to get what he wants (the crown).



Lines 45-50

• Macbeth says he is brave enough to do 
whatever is fitting for a man. If he does more, 
he would be considered a monster.

• Lady Macbeth continues to attack Macbeth’s 
manhood, and tells him he can prove his 
manhood by committing the murder.



Lines 51-54

• When he first had the idea of murder, the 
time and place was not right, yet it seemed 
Macbeth would go through with the deed 
anyway.

• No that the time and the place for the murder 
is right, he seems to have lost his nerve.



Lines 54-59

• Lady Macbeth’s uncontrolled ambition is 
illustrated here.

• She says that she would commit horrible and 
violent deeds, rather than to break a promise 
she had made to Macbeth.  



Lines 59-72

• Lady Macbeth mentions her plan: They will 
wait until Duncan is asleep, they will give his 
chamberlains so much alcohol that they will 
be passed out and not remember anything, 
and then they can murder Duncan without 
any witnesses.  They can then blame the 
murder on the chamberlains.



Lines 72-79

• Macbeth says his wife should only give birth to 
males because of her fearless spirit.

• Macbeth adds that they should cover the 
chamberlains in Duncan’s blood so they look 
guilty.

• Lady Macbeth adds that they will make such a 
scene that no-one will question their 
innocence. 



Lines 79-82

• Macbeth is decided – they 
will go through with the 
murder.

• Theme: Appearance vs
reality

• They must put up a false 
show; their facial 
expressions must hide the 
evil knowledge in their 
hearts.


