
Macbeth
Act 2 Scene 1



Lines 1-4

• Fleance (Banquo’s son) 
is introduced: The 
audience should 
remember the witches’ 
prophecy – Banquo’s
children will be kings.

• If Macbeth succeeds 
and becomes king, 
Fleance will be in 
danger...



Lines 5-9

• An ominous mood is created:
• It is after midnight
• It is completely dark (lines 4-5)
• Banquo mentions that he has been having nightmares 

recently.
• Banquo seems nervous – asks for his sword when he 

hears a sound.



Lines 10-19
• Banquo is surprised to see that Macbeth is still 

awake. He says that the king is in a good mood 
and had sent gifts to his staff and a diamond to 
Lady Macbeth to thank her for her hospitality.

• Macbeth says that they were unprepared for the 
king’s visit and therefore wishes that they could 
have been more generous towards the king and 
his men.



Lines 19-24

• Banquo mentions the witches’ 
prophecies – the audience is 
reminded that Banquo knows what 
the witches had said to Macbeth 
(making him either a threat or an 
ally).

• Banquo wishes to discuss the 
witches.

• Macbeth lies: “I think not of them” 
(line 21)

• They agree do discuss the witches 
at a later time.



Lines 25-29

• Macbeth hints that if Banquo follows his 
advice when the time comes, there will be 
something in it for Banquo.

• Banquo makes his loyalty clear: he will not be 
involved in anything dishonourable and will 
always remain loyal to the king.



Macbeth’s Soliloquy

Lines 32-39

• Macbeth sees a dagger floating in the air.

• The handle points in his direction.

• He can see it, but he cannot touch it.

• He realises that this may be a vision (‘false 
creation’) caused by a disturbed mind.



Macbeth’s Soliloquy

Lines 40-45

• The dagger looks as real as Macbeth’s own 
dagger which he takes out at this moment.

• He says the dagger is guiding him towards 
Duncan’s chamber where he was going 
anyway to kill the king.

• Is Macbeth losing his mind or have someone 
(e.g. the witches) created this vision?



Macbeth’s Soliloquy

Lines 45-49

• He sees blood dripping 
from the dagger.

• He realises that what 
he sees is not real – his 
mind is playing tricks 
on him because the 
thought of murder 
disturbs him.



Macbeth’s Soliloquy

Lines 49-56

• Macbeth uses many images to describe the night 
as being filled with horror, evil and witchcraft.



Macbeth’s Soliloquy

Lines 56-60

• Macbeth knows what he is doing is wrong and 
wants to hide it: he doesn’t want the ground 
to hear his footsteps for fear of being 
discovered.

• He wishes that this deadly silence would be 
broken even though it is appropriate at this 
point when he is getting ready to murder 
Duncan.



Macbeth’s Soliloquy

Lines 60-61
• Macbeth spurs himself on to go through with the 

murder.
• While he only threatens to kill Duncan, he 

(Duncan) will remain alive.
• Too much talking about a deed will make one 

unwilling to go through with the deed.



Macbeth’s Soliloquy

• Lines 62-64

• Macbeth hears Lady 
Macbeth ringing a bell.

• The bell is his cue to 
murder Duncan

• Despite his disturbed 
mind, he is ready to go 
through with the murder.


