
Macbeth 
Act 2 Scene 2



Lines 1-2
• The alcohol which Lady Macbeth gave the 

chamberlains, made them drunk and her brave.
• Metaphor: The alcohol is compared to water 

which quenches a fire (the chamberlains getting 
drunk and passing out), and the alcohol is 
compared to fuel which lights a fire (Lady 
Macbeth becoming bolder).



Lines 2-4

• Lady Macbeth hears a owl 
and compares its shriek to a 
bellman (who condemns 
prisoners to death) –
Metaphor

• The sound of the owl 
signifies Duncan’s last night.

• Macbeth is going to commit 
the murder. 



Lines 5-8

• Lady Macbeth says that Duncan’s 
room is open (ready for Macbeth 
to enter) and the chamberlains 
are so drunk that they have 
passed out.

• They “mock” Duncan with their 
snores because they are sleeping 
instead of tending to the king.

• They have had so much to drink 
that it is difficult to tell whether 
they are alive or dead.



Lines 9-13

• “th’ attempt and not the deed 
confounds us” – to attempt the 
murder and be unsuccessful 
will ruin them

• Lady Macbeth’s vulnerability is 
shown here: she would have 
killed Duncan herself, but he 
looked so much like her own 
father that she could not do it.



Lines 20-24

• Macbeth is clearly disturbed/nervous because 
of his deed (the murder) – he looks down at 
his bloody hands and call it a “sorry sight”.

• Lady Macbeth responds by saying  it’s a silly 
thing to say – she is criticising his lack of 
firmness.



Lines 25-36

• Macbeth recalls hearing Malcolm and 
Donaldbain waking up in fright, but saying 
their prayers and going back to sleep.

• Macbeth could not utter the word ‘Amen’ 
after their prayers – he is deeply disturbed 
and already has a guilty conscience.



Lines 38-43

• Macbeth uses images which illustrate the healing 
properties of sleep: it soothes, takes away 
worries, puts a long day to rest, relieves the 
exhausted worker, heals hurt minds, is the most 
nourishing (more than food).

• He says he will never sleep again – it has been 
cancelled (“murdered”).

• Macbeth knows he will never be at peace again –
his deed will haunt him for the rest of his life.



Lines 47-55

• Lady Macbeth is annoyed by 
Macbeth’s “cowardice”.

• He should stop thinking 
about it, wash his hands and 
smear the chamberlains with 
blood.

• She chides him for not 
leaving the daggers with the 
chamberlains.

• Macbeth refuses to go back 
to the scene of the murder.



Lines 56-60

• “Infirm of purpose” = Coward
• Lady Macbeth will take the 

daggers back and smear the 
chamberlains with Duncan’s 
blood so they look guilty of the 
murder.

• Simile: She compares Duncan’s 
murdered body to a picture 
because neither can harm you –
only children are afraid of scary 
pictures.



Lines 60-62

• The knocking Macbeth hears is Macduff who 
is knocking at the gate.

• Macbeth seems jumpy and nervous because 
every noise he hears terrifies him.

• He doesn’t recognise his own hands (they are 
covered in blood) – Macbeth is disturbed and 
unsettled by his deed.



Lines 63-66

• Macbeth asks whether all 
the water in the ocean is 
enough to wash the blood 
from his hands.

• His answer: No he has 
enough blood on his 
hands to turn all the seas 
from green to red.

• Macbeth recognises the 
grand scale of gis actions.

• Blood may symbolise guilt.



Lines 67-72

• Lady Macbeth says her 
hands are also covered in 
blood but she would be 
ashamed if her heart were as 
weak as Macbeth’s.

• “A little water clears us of 
this deed” – very different 
reaction from Macbeth’s.

• Significance – Do you think 
that Lady Macbeth is really 
unaffected by the murder?



Lines 72-77

• The knocking outside 
continues.

• Significance: 
Macduff is knocking 
at the gate. He will 
eventually bring 
about Macbeth’s 
downfall – he is the 
“fatal bellman” who 
announces 
Macbeth’s death.



Lines 72-77

• Macbeth realises he has a 
new identity: he is now a 
murderer.

• He wishes the knocking 
could wake Duncan up – he 
already regrets the murder 
and has a guilty 
conscience.

• Note how much Macbeth 
has changed from Act 1 
Scene 2 up to now...


