
Macbeth
Act 2 Scene 3



Lines 1-37
• The porter scene provides 

humorous contrast to the 
rest of the play.

• The drunken porter pretends 
to be the porter to the gates 
of hell and he allows 
different equivocators (con 
artists) into hell.

• Macduff is knocking at the 
gate and the porter allows 
him in.



Lines 38-48
• Macduff tells Macbeth that he 

has come to wake the king, as 
requested by King Duncan.

• Macbeth tells Macduff that 
having the king as his guest is 
no trouble, since work that 
you enjoy isn’t really work.

• Macbeth indicates that the 
king told him that he will be 
leaving Forres (Macbeth’s 
castle) that day.



Lines 49-56

• Lennox mentions unnatural events of the 
previous night: strong winds blew, cries of grief 
and terrible voices predicting catastrophe could 
be heard, an owl (an omen of death) were 
screeching the whole night, tremors could be felt.

• Significance: In the human realm the natural 
order has been turned up-side down (with 
Duncan’s murder), which manifests itself in the 
natural world as well.



Lines 56-58

• Macbeth agrees that the night was “rough”.

• Lennox states that he has never experienced a 
night such as this one.

• Significance: the events of the night were out 
of the ordinary...



Lines 59-65
• Macduff discovers Duncan’s 

body and is horrified beyond 
words.

• Personification: “Confusion now 
hath made his masterpiece” –
The worst thing imaginable has 
happened.

• Metaphor: Murder is compared 
to a thief who has broken into 
the Lord’s temple (Duncan) and 
stole its life.



Lines 66-77
• The sight of Duncan’s body will turn the 

onlookers to stone.

• Macduff wakes up the castle to witness the 
horror.

• Duncan’s sons must shake off fake death (sleep) 
in order to witness real death (their father’s).



Lines 77-82

• Lady Macbeth seems (acts) 
very surprised to be woken 
up with such noise.

• Macduff replies that to 
speak of such horror in front 
of a lady is not appropriate.

• Dramatic Irony: The 
audience is aware that Lady 
Macbeth is murderous, cruel 
and bold.



Lines 83-92
• Lady Macbeth acts as if she is surprised about 

the murder (Theme: Appearance vs Reality)

• Macbeth implies that now that Duncan has 
died, there is nothing worth living for 
(dramatic irony)

• Metaphor: The earth is compared to a wine 
cellar and Duncan is compared to the best 
wine. Now that Duncan has died, there are no 
good wines left – only the dregs.

• Theme: Appearance vs Reality



Lines 93-96

• Donaldbain and 
Malcolm are told about 
their father’s murder.

• Metaphor: Duncan is 
compared to a fountain 
from which Malcolm and 
Donaldbain’s lives had 
begun. This fountain has 
been “stopp’d”.



Lines 97-101

• Lennox says that it looks like Duncan’s drunken 
chamberlains committed the murder since their 
daggers and their bodies are covered in blood.

• Metaphor: The blood is compared to a badge 
which is evidence of their murderous nature.

• Duncan’s life should not have been trusted with 
them.

• Dramatic irony: The audience knows that it’s 
Macbeth, and not the chamberlains, who should 
not have been trusted.



Lines 101-103

• Macbeth says he regrets the anger which 
drove him to kill the chamberlains.

• Macduff is suspicious of Macbeth’s reason for 
killing the chamberlains.



Lines 104-114
• Macbeth answers that his fury at Duncan’s death was 

so powerful that he could not restrain himself.
• He was so passionate he did not stop to think about 

what he was doing.
• Metaphor (lines110-111): The murderers were wearing 

the colours of their trade (red).
• Macbeth’s question: who could stop himself from 

acting if he had the courage to prove his loyalty to the 
king.

• Macbeth implies that anyone who loves the king would 
act in such a way.

• Notice how difficult it was for Macbeth to kill Duncan, 
in comparison with how easy it was to kill the 
chamberlains. 



Lines 116-121

• Malcolm and Donaldbain realise that they are 
not safe since whoever murdered their father 
may want to kill them next.

• They decide to leave before they are ready to 
start mourning their father’s death.



Lines 121-130

• Banquo suggests that everyone gets dressed 
and then get together to discuss the murder.

• Banquo pledges that he will expose thee 
secret plot which led to Duncan’s murder.

• Everyone, including Macbeth, agrees.



Lines 131-137
• Malcolm and Donaldbain

realise that one of these men 
who shows sorrow for 
Duncan’s death may be the 
murderer.

• They decide to flee to 
different countries..

• “There’s daggers in men’s 
smiles”: Where they are now, 
there are people waiting to 
betray them. (Appearances vs
Reality)

• Their lives are in danger since 
they are Duncan’s closest 
relatives.



Lines 137-142

• Metaphor: The 
murderer’s intention is 
compared to an arrow 
which has been shot. The 
arrow has not landed in 
the target (Malcolm and 
Donaldbain), so it is best 
they leave now.

• They decide to leave 
without greeting anyone.


