
Question 8 
 
Consider the following points: 

 With the witches in scene 1, Shakespeare creates a feeling of 
chaos, evil and confusion - stormy weather / battles that are raging 
etc. 

 Witches get attention – they are unusual and different from 
humans – weather and battle reflect the battle between good and 
evil that will continue in the rest of the play 

 Macbeth is mentioned by the witches in scene 1 – audience should 
be interested in why the witches want to meet him 

 Theme: equivocation – the witches‟ ambiguous values are spelled 
out in “fair is foul, and foul is fair” 

 Two traitors are mentioned in scene 2 – Macdonald and the Thane 
of Cawdor.  What was thought to be „fair‟ turns out to be „foul‟. 

 Macbeth is introduced as a ruthless soldier who fights bravely and 
fearlessly for Scotland 

 Macbeth is highly regarded, and earns praise,  by the king – is 
given the title „Thane of Cawdor” 

 Reversal of values – all is not what it seems to be. 

 Evil – the witches are spiteful and want to kill a man‟s wife who 
didn‟t share her nuts. 

 Ambition – The witches‟ prophecies feed Macbeth‟s ambition and 
greed – also sets the play in motion. 

 Fate and destiny – will the witches‟ prophecies come true if 
Macbeth does nothing to achieve it? 

 Appearances vs reality – “no art to find the mind‟s construction in 
the face” – can‟t read a person‟s thoughts just by looking at his 
face 

 Evil – Macbeth‟s dark intentions and desires – asks for darkness to 
hide his intentions 

 Conscience – Macbeth‟s conscience and kindness will stop him 
from reaching his potential (according to Lady Macbeth) 

 Ambition – Lady Macbeth turns out to be more ambitious than 
Macbeth – asks for her femininity to be replaced with cruelty so 
she‟ll be able to murder Duncan. 

 Reversal of values – Macbeth must appear to be a welcoming 
host, but he should hide his murderous/treacherous intentions 
under this guise.  

 
 
 



Question 9 
 

Nr Memo Mark 

9.1 The previous Thane of Cawdor Duncan was betrayed by 
him earlier but never saw it coming / couldn‟t read his 
thoughts by looking at his facial expressions. 

3 

 
9.2 

Macbeth‟s entrance is full of dramatic irony because the 
audience knows that he has been considering murdering 
Duncan Macbeth is another person that Duncan cannot 
trust 

3 

9.3 Yes/No (own response).  Macbeth has proven his loyalty to 
Duncan by his heroic deeds in battle / Macbeth is flattering 
Duncan in order to hide his evil intentions. 

2 

9.4 His son, Malcolm, is now heir to the throne  Macbeth 
realises that he must either let go of his ambition to become 
king or he must get rid of his obstacle, Malcolm. 

3 

9.5 As Duncan is the rightful king, he is compared to a good 
gardener that ensures that Scotland grows and flourishes 
socially, politically and morally An undeserving king (bad 
gardener) will allow the country to dissolve into chaos – it 
will become wild and infertile 

3 

9.6 Macbeth is on his way to tell Lady Macbeth of the king‟s 
visit and she has received a letter which was sent earlier 
to tell her of his good fortune and she readies herself to 
murder Duncan 

3 

9.7 She will stop at nothing to reach her goal – for Macbeth to 
become king She is willing to commit murder – kill 
Duncan and asks agents of evil to take away her 
femininity and fill her with cruelty so he can commit 
murder 

3 

9.8 Duncan will be dead by day-break 2 

9.9 These lines mean that Macbeth should hide his 
murderous/treacherous intentions under a disguise of 
friendliness and welcome.  This image illustrates the theme 
of reversal of values/appearances vs reality.  It clearly 
shows Lady Macbeth‟s ambition – she will stop at nothing 
(not even murder) to get what she wants.  It shows that 
even though they seem to have a loving relationship, Lady 
Macbeth is the dominating partner.  

3 

 


