
Proverbs and Idiomatic Expressions 

 

Proverbs 

Proverbs are old, well-known and wise statements that often give advice. Here are a list of common proverbs and their meanings. 



Proverbs 

Idiomatic expressions (or simply idioms) are familiar sentences or phrases that are used to describe things or situations. The real 

meanings of idioms are different to their literal meanings. For example, the idiom The cat is out of the bag does not mean that a cat 

is no longer in a bag. It means that a secret has been revealed. 

You need to learn the meanings of idioms. Here is a list of common idioms and their meanings. 



Exercise 

Copy the following table into your and match the proverbs and idioms in the left-hand column with their correct meanings in the 

right-hand column. 

 

 


